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General Information

History of First 5 Tulare County

First 5 Tulare County was established after voters passed Proposition 10 in November 1998, adding a 50 cent-per-pack tax on cigarettes to fund education, health, childcare, and other programs to promote early childhood development for expectant parents and children through age 5.  Proposition 10 was designed to provide funding and support for early childhood development in the wake of a growing body of scientific evidence indicating that the emotional, physical, social and developmental environment to which children are exposed has a profound impact on their ability to reach their greatest potential in school and to become productive members of society.
First 5 Tulare County Vision Statement

All Tulare County children will thrive in supportive, safe, loving homes and neighborhoods and will enter school healthy and ready to learn.
First 5 Tulare County Mission Statement

Support effective programs to improve the development of all Tulare County children ages zero through five, healthy pregnancies, the empowerment of families, and the strengthening of communities.
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Application Process & Requirements
The purpose of the Mini Grant Program is to support  licensed family child care homes in providing quality care to children ages 0 though 5. The Mini Grant Program consists of the following:

Category I:  30 Licensed Family Child Care Homes that provide care for children (ages 0-5) will receive a mini grant in the amount of $1,500 each. Small and Large Family Child Care homes may apply.
First 5 Tulare County will only fund licensed child care providers that provide care for children other than their own in Tulare County.  Provider MUST be in business at the time of submission of application and state license must be in good standing with no complaints or violations filed in the last 24 months. 
First 5 Tulare County plans to award 30 Mini Grants from a total pool of $45,000 to purchase educational supplies, materials and equipment through any vendor of choice.  First 5 Tulare County will conduct a random selection of applicants from the totality of applications received via a lottery drawing.  Site visits will then be scheduled and upon First 5 staff recommendation, the provider will receive an award letter in the mail along with other pertinent information.  
As outlined in the application packet, please review the timeline which lists specific dates that are crucial to the process of the grant.  The First 5 office requires submission of pages six and seven which are the application cover sheet and the disclosure statement.  
Upon completion of a successful site visit, you will be expected to enter into a contract with First 5 Tulare County and required to provide childcare services for the entire term of the contract.  You must also be available for a mid-year review and comply with the terms and conditions set forth in the contract. 
Childcare providers awarded a grant will be required to provide copies of packing slips and receipts of all items purchased. All Mini Grant Recipients must spend the entire amount of the grant and submit a final report no later than May 15, 2023, or upon full expenditure of the grant amount, whichever occurs first. 

All applications are due on or before October 31, 2022 at 4:00 p.m.  Applications can be e-mailed, mailed or dropped off at the address indicated below (First 5 Tulare County does not take liability for any applications lost in the mail).  
First 5 Tulare County reserves the right to reject any and all applications and to waive informalities or irregularities.  First 5 Tulare County WILL NOT hear appeals for the Home-Based Licensed Child Care Provider Mini Grant Program.
Contact Information:
200 N Santa Fe Street, Visalia, CA 93292 
(559) 622-8650
info@first5tc.org
First 5 Tulare County

Mini Grant Timeline
	Activity
	Date

	Release of Application Packet
	October 3, 2022

	Application Due Date by 4:00 p.m.
	October 31, 2022 by 4:00 p.m.

	Application Drawing
	November 1, 2022

	Site Visits
	November 7-18, 2022

	Award Notices Sent to Applicants along with Contracts
	November 30, 2022

	Contract Orientation (Mandatory)
	December 6, 2022

	Mini Grant Reports Due Date
	May 15, 2023



Note: Dates are subject to change.

First 5 Tulare County
Mini Grant Application Cover Sheet


Applying as a           Small Family Childcare Home
        Large Family Childcare Home


             (Please attach copy of childcare license and indicate size)

 
Name of Child Care Facility:____________________________________________________
Name of Applicant:____________________________Title:___________________________
Address:______________________________City:______________Zip Code:____________
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:___________________________
Number of children ages 0 through 5 currently receiving child care at this location:_______________
               (do not include your children)
Number of total children in your daycare? _______________

Do you currently have any infants in your daycare? (0-18 mos.)
Yes
No

Do you currently have children with special needs in your daycare?   Yes   No

Please attach the following item:

-A signed copy of the Disclosure Statement
-Copy of insurance (if applicable)

-Copy of child care license 

Signature of Applicant




Date

First 5 Tulare County
Mini Grant Disclosure Statement

I,_____________________of_____________________________________, hereby state

  Name



 Name of childcare (if applicable)

that the funds being requested in this proposal do not supplant (replace) any existing revenue sources. Monies shall not be used to fund existing levels of service.  The legislature intended the monies raised pursuant to the Act (Proposition 10) to be used only to supplement (add to) existing levels.  The answers given below are true and correct.

Signature





 Date

Please check yes or no to the following questions.  If a yes answer is checked, please explain fully, and include the possible effect on the program.  As part of the application selection process, First 5 Tulare County may take steps to confirm the responses made below.  First 5 Tulare County reserves the right to reject the application if the applicant submits false or incorrect information.

A “yes” answer WILL NOT automatically exclude your application.












   Yes
    No

	1. Have you or anyone working in your childcare been involved in illegal action related to the childcare program?
	
	

	2. Have you or anyone working in your childcare been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor?
	
	

	3. Have you ever had grant funds withheld or denied?
	
	

	4. Have you ever received a substantiated violation(s) from Community Care Licensing?
	
	


If yes, please explain:
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